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The following information concerns exercises held between 3 Mgy and 15 June
1956 at which chemical warfare personnel of all units participated: 25X1

3

Loecation of the Camp and jature of the Terraln ' -

he cemp was located at a point sbout 6 km. south of Sari and 5 km. of Gyén.

7
The terrain used for the exercises covers an: area\of roughly 65 sq. km. The
terrain is sandy and marshy. There are: slight figes and undulations with
differences of altitude up to about 50 or 70 m. f The ground is difficult for
all motor vehicles. Even the roads are often hdrd to negotiate because of
deep sand at some places and marsh at others. There are wooded areas all
over this stretch of country, but no dense forest.

25X1

-

Personnel taking part

i

The total strength of personnel of all kinds was about 900 to 1,000 men. The
largest contingent was a detachment of about hOQ men from the Independent
Chemical Warfare Battalion, stationed at Nagytarcsa.

Offlcers, senior NCO's,and privates from numerous other units alsd took part.
They came from Miskole, Gybr, Baja, Szeged, Kecskemet, Tapolca, Szombathely,
and other garrisons. The branches of service répresented also included the
air force, tank units, artillery, etc. The Sta'ée Security Authority (AVH)
forces were likewise represented. :
The personnel taking part in the éxercises were ‘under the command of Lt. Col.
Gyula Remenyi, Chief of Chemical and: Atom:.c Defense in. Hungary's Ministry of
Defense. . R i

‘t" S :
Though Lt. Col, Remenyi was in command end resp¢nsible for chemical warfare 25X1
matters, thls was 8o only in theory. 1In practic;e a.ll authorlty wags in the hands
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stationed in Hungary. It was his practice to visit the barracks of the chemical
warfare unit at least three times each week. During the exercises here discussed
he was present every day and personally took part in all the more importent
demonstrations.,

Capt, Bela Farkas, commsnding the chemical warfare battelion, is an officer who 25X1
has been promoted from the ranks and who has served for "30 to L0 vears ar lonsen" .

The average number of officers from outside formations taking part in or watching
the exercises on any one day was about 100 or 150.

Numerous Soviet officers and officers from other Satellite countries, including
Czechoslovekia, also took part.

A signal company or detachment also took part and operated a special direct
telephone line from the cemp to the'Ministry of Defense in Budapest. It also
set up telephone communications between the various commands and headquarters.

The detachment from the Military Technical Research Institute (Honved Technikai
Kutato Intezet)” consisted of about 10 chemists and five or six assistants.
Their equipment included tents, laborstory motor vans, rubber—cisterns,and a

—«Tj>r§lativ§ly;l§£ge supply of enimals for biological experiments. The camp of this

12.

13.

1k,

detachment was at a distance. of about one km. from the camfrbf the chemical
battalion.

a. The research work was mostly in connection with war gases and nerve geses, but
" not with'radioactive materials. s

b. Special armed guards were detalled to protect the research detachment. No one
was allowed to enter the precincts without special permigsionifrom Capt. Farkas.
Source, however, was able to visit the laboratories and watch what was going
on.

Purposes of the Exercises

The general aim was to acquaint the soldiers with the methods of chemical werfare.
In regard to the officers, the aim was to provide for them a sort of preparatory
training, as it 1s planned that in the future there must be a certain number of
chemical and atomic warfare defense soldiers in every unit,down to the wsmallest.

Hospital

The hospital, a part of the chemical warfare battalion, was stationed at a distance
of some 500 m. from the general camp. Its equipment included a white tent marked
with red crosses (about 20 m. long, from 7 to 9 m. wide, and about 6 m, high),
another tent with a capacity of about 30 beds for general cases, and & tent equipped
as an operating theater.

The personnel of the hospital consisted of five medical officers and three male

nurses. In addition there were three medical officers of high rank attached for
the duration of the exercises. Their duties consisted solély in supervising all
the precautionary measures and watching the effects of poisonings, etc.

S-E-C~-R=E-T 25X1
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Medical Services, Health, etc.

Medical supplies were most satisfactory in every way. The same can be gaid of
other services. The rations were good and of unusually high caloric value.

While at ordinary Hungarian military exercises no attention whatscever is paid
to cleanliness, bathing (shower baths) was compulsory here. One of the medical
“officers stood by with a list of names to check that all the personnel took
shower baths.

At a distance of about 200 m. from the cookhouse there were containers with
water containing chlorine and other disinfectants. The strictest possible
measures were in force to make 1t impossible for anyone to get to the place
where meals were served before having thoroughly washed his hands Super-
vision of this was by two medical officers.

. Drinking water was brought from & great distance in 3,000-liter tank trucks.
Disinfectants were added to this water. Water for washing (personal cleanli-
ness) was continually supplied by about eight tank trucks with a total capacity
of about 24,000 liters.

The following ambulances were available: two two-bed ambulances and one smbulance
with 10 stretchers. )

Chemicals, Materials and Supplies

The chemical stores consisted of about 4 to 6 tons of live, full-strength mustard
gas, several tons of decontaminating materials and radiocactive isotopes. This
was stored at a distance of about 500 m. from the camp end guarded by armed guards.

A large number of all kinds of instruments arrived. They were only for use during
the exercises and were new. :

A large quantity of protective rubber clothing and other protective articles
arrived. Much of 1t was new and there were also new types. It should be noted
that no efforts were made to deal economically with these supplies, although in
general much attention is peid to the economical use of materials and supplies

of all kinds. Entirely new sets of protective clothing were issued every day. for
use in exercises in which live war gases were used.

Motor transport consisted of about 50 scout cars (Dodge weapons carriers), about
7O trucks and 100 of all kinds of speclal motor vehicles.

Exercises

There was s minimum of theoretical training, The emphasis was entirely on practical

exercises. The schedules were based onprecise training programs. There were exact

timetables for every day and every hour.

The following exercises were carried out:

(1) Perhaps the greatest attention was paid to reconncitering of areas contaminated
by atomic bombs or radiocactive fall-out and by chemical agents. The training.
was first carried out without protective clothing and without instruments on

non-contaminaéted ground. The various method$ of reconnoitering, of which there

S-E-C-R~-E-T
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were some four SE five, wee practised ":',, ’;v_ﬁ

Behavior in reconnoitering contaminated areas while under artillery or small-
arms fire. P :

Same as under b, but with the areg not under enemy fire.

Cooperation with other units.

Laying of smoke screens in front of the first line.

Smoke screens of circular pattern eround the object .to be concealed.
Chemical contaminaetion and minefield laying.

Laying of anti-tank mines.

Contamination of terrain with polson aegents.

Contamination of terrain with dummy egents. In géneral the exercises‘with
live agents are begun when everyone has become familiar with the use of the
protective clothing and the respirator and has acquired practice in putting
them on and taking them off.

" Penetration of a contaminated area under the assumption that there is no
threat of enemy fire. T

Crossing a contaminated area under- enemy fire; for instance, with the use
of the groundsheet.

How to behave and what action to take if chemical warfare sgents or radio-
active materials are sprayed from aircraft,

Method of reconnaissance after the explosion of an etomic bomb .

Action to be taken on the explosion of an atomic bomb.
The creation of passages through contaminated areas.
The creation of passages through areas contaminated by radloactive materiale. '
Digging=in motor vehicles- for protection against. atomic attack.
Setting up a clothing decontemination stetion..g

Setting up a personnel decontamination stanionkwitn bathsi
Setting up a decontaminaticn station for weapons. ‘
Decontamination of obgects of large size.

AssesSmentof meteorologicai_conditions.

- = - - , ~ 25X1
Setting up of speciel.&eéontemin&tion stations. : :
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(25) Varicus decontamination methods in which less elaborate mea.ns are used
(for instance, with hand spray)..

(26) Exercises in the use of chemical reconnaissance instruments by carrying out
' meagurements and arriving at i‘indings.

(27) Taking measurements of various radiocactive materials: with the, use of the
appropriate instruments. s .

Contemination of roads and bridges with chemical agents. :

(2

8)
(29) Decontamination of roads and bridges.
(30) Building of light chemical defense \shelte\k‘“: ,. R
(31) Building trenches for protection against atomic attack. :

(32) ‘Knowledge of various chemicalwwarfare agents. ;,, Ve iy
(33) Reconnaissance carried out with the use of mapsﬁ. .\ SRR SN T

(34) Night exercises at locations where the ahove exercisées had previously
been carried out. ‘ . ¥

(35) ‘Use of the anti-gas cape.

(36) .Reconnaissance by motor vehicle, o
ITvaluation

After the termination of the exercises the officers worked for’ weeks on the evaluation
of them, .

Autumn exercises

In September 1956 the so-called "four-division maneuvers" were held at ]31(1getclL Puszta
in the area between the Danube and the Tisza, at Baja. and west of ‘the Danube, in the
County of Tolna. At these exercises 150 INCO's and privates who had done well at the
chemicel-warfare exercises in May and June were allotted to the divisions,

s . ) i R RERRK

Lo 28XT

1.,  [Comment: Lt. Colp5X1
Remenyi still held this position'at the edd of March 1957. - - = . .

2,

25X1

!
3. Lm%. The headquarters of the Military Technical Resesrch Institute o
| onved Technikal Kutato Intezet) ision Haros Island. ‘Whether this igdn fact the

headquarters for all branches and seétions 1g; ‘ot knowh, hut it'-;!_s ‘certain ‘that
this is the center for chemical-warfare resesrsh. . A nymber of :modern puildings
were seen there but not from the ins:lde ‘ ‘thé Ins*titute

25X1
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,j,carried 1arge stores of‘war gases and ‘nerve gases and thet the laboratories
o wwere well equip
“It 1s situsbel

(Harbs Island is ‘in fact only a peninsula, not an island.
the wést bank of the Danube in ‘the Budafok district of

25X1"
Gotiment;  Possibly Sogace i‘s meant.
B sketch map, scale L: 100, 000, with 1egend, o
: showing the area: where the exercises ‘were held. AR
25X1-
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